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In this issue of Wheeltapper:

Full details of the Spring meeting on the Bluebell Railway on
page 2.

A review of the Guild’s Winter tour to Birmingham.
Information on the AGM and Autumn tours.

Dates of all Guild events.

Guild members and guests congregate outside Erdington priory on the Guild’s winter 
tour to Birmingham. It was cold, but at least it was dry! Read all about it on page 3!



GUILD SPRING TOUR TO THE BLUEBELL RAILWAY

The Spring tour of the Guild will be on Saturday 1st May and will be based on the Bluebell Railway.
Travel between towers and the railway will be by coach and it is important that you pre-book your
seat on the coach if you wish to join us..

The tour will commence from Haywards Heath station at 10:40, where a coach will take us for-
ward to ringing. The coach pickup point in Haywards Heath will be in Perrymount Road (out of sta-
tion, turn right towards roundabout, right at roundabout). Call 07771 612321 if you get lost!!!!!

Ringing Chailey - 11:00 - 11:45

Ringing Fletching - 12:00 - 12:45

Lunch at The Piltdown Man or at the Bluebell Railway (to be agreed on the day).

Arrival at the Bluebell Railway for general viewing and (14:00) special access to the Brighton At-
lantic Project - a behind the scenes trip not normally available to the general public. Also a ride on
the railway (15:00 departure) before the bus picks us up again for the final tower.

Ringing East Grinstead - 17:00 - 18:00

Drop off at East Grinstead station and/or Three Bridges station for homeward journeys.

Because we have arranged a coach for part of this tour it is important that you arrive at
Haywards Heath station in time for the 10:40 coach departure - please check your train times
to connect with the coach!

IMPORTANT - please let Tony Manktelow know that you are coming so that he can en-
sure we have enough seats available for all those who wish to attend!

You can book your seat by emailing Tony at: grrsecretary@aol.com or calling him on
01933 665113 or 07771 612321

A donation of £10 per ringer will cover the cost of the tour.

PLEASE BOOK YOUR SEAT IF YOU INTEND TO COME ON THE TOUR.
We hope that you all have an enjoyable day– and please volunteer to be a “Ringing Master” at the 
tower of your choice before you are asked to run one!! Please feel free to bring friends and family.

Gavin Bennett.
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A REVIEW OF OUR WINTER MEETING IN BIRMINGHAM

For the winter tour of 2010 the Guild visited Birmingham. Members and friends came from all over the
country with 22 members and friends attending from as far apart as Scotland to South Wales and

Cheshire to Kent.

Organisation for the day was in the hands of Chris Bassett.  Ringing started on the 10 at St Paul’s where 
the fine bells were put to good use.  A brisk walk in the cold weather up to St Philip’s Cathedral followed 
with some very good ringing on the 12. The members then made their way to various places for lunch.
Some of the group visited the Wellington - a rather unusual pub as they serve no food but you are wel-
come to bring your own and they will supply the plates and cutlery.  Some went to “The Old Joint Stock” 
where Stuart Bamforth ordered a meat pie in the pub. He carefully removed and ate the pastry lid and
the meat inside, wondering why it was served in a cardboard case rather than the usual pottery
bowl. Only when he had cleared out the cardboard case did he realise it was in fact a pastry case. He
admitted afterwards that he should have worn his glasses!!

We then congregated at New Street Station for the train to Wylde Green and walked out to Boldmere.
This was an unusual church as the main body had burnt down in 1964 and had been rebuilt in the modern
style of the day. Ringing then took place on the 8 bells which are a rarity in that they are a complete Bar-
well ring of 8. The only others are at Wolverhampton, Blakenhall and Capetown, Woodstock in South
Africa.

Some of the party then walked back to Wylde Green Station whilst others “explored” the local area and 
walked to Chester Road Station, it did not matter as we all ended up on the same train to Erdington from
where it was only a short walk to the Roman Catholic Priory of St Thomas. - see the photograph on the
front cover of us all gathered outside! Ringing then took place on the 8, or we tried to ring the 8 but the
treble clapper had become seized in its bearings and only struck intermittently. It was very difficult trying
to ring changes with a “hit and miss” treble.  Some commented that the striking had improved as a result!

It was then back to the station for another very short train trip to Aston where the 12 bells were put to
good use with Little Bob Maximus and Grandsire Cinques being rung. This being the last tower of the
day members then made their way home via Birmingham New Street.

Our thanks go to all the tower correspondents and key holders of the towers we visited that made the
day go so well.

Chris Bassett - Chairman.

Thanks also to Chris for arranging this tour. The winter meeting has become a popular event again and
we will be running another next year - venue to be decided but on a similar theme to this and the suc-
cessful London tour of 2009.

Tony Manktelow, Secretary.



The Bluebell Railway announced on 29 October 2000, its intention to reconstruct a Brighton H2
Atlantic based on SR/BR period "Beachy Head", the loco that was cut up at Eastleigh just before
the Bluebell was formed.

Since the announcement, many parts have been collected and manufactured to make the sight of a
Brighton Atlantic a real possibility once more on the Southern.

This all started with the securing of an original Great Northern Railway Atlantic boiler and from
that point, the Chronology of the Bluebell Brighton Atlantic progressed as follows:

GN Atlantic Boiler obtained
LBSCR B4 tender chassis obtained
LBSCR C2X tender wheel sets and axle boxes obtained
LBSCR Trailing wheel set obtained
Tender Chassis overhauled and lengthened (2001-5)
Bogie plate work arrives (Dec. 2004)
Atlantic House (the workshops) constructed (2005-6)
Driving wheels and bogie wheels cast (2005)
Main frames cut, joggled, and delivered (2005)
Original regulator handle from "Beachy Head" donated to the project (2006)
Tender chassis re-wheeled (2006)
Westinghouse pump obtained
Main Frames erected (October 2007)
Cylinder and valve chest components delivered (July 2008)
First motion parts water-jet cut from forged blanks (April 2009)

On our visit to the Bluebell, we will gain access to the Brighton Atlantic Project workshops and
see the progress that has been made.  If you can’t wait for the sight of a Brighton Atlantic once 
more, then see a Brighton Atlantic in full colour and in action on British Rail’s Southern Region in 
1956. Follow the link below to youtube for a clip of Trevose Head:

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=v-eZjgRp_X8

This shows a short, rare clip of a Brighton At-
lantic in colour. Here is Douglas Marsh's mas-
terpiece of 1911, the H2 4-4-2, in this case
No.32425 'Trevose Head' on an enthusiasts
special shortly before withdrawal in 1956. It is
a travesty that no British Atlantic survived long
enough to be preserved, but one that the
Bluebell railway intend to rectify, having un-
dertaken the construction of a new Brighton
Atlantic utilising a surviving, virtually identical,
GNR Atlantic boiler.
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THE BRIGHTON ATLANTIC PROJECT AT THE BLUEBELL

The GNR Atlantic boiler at the
Bluebell Railway
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2010 SUBSCRIPTIONS - NEW RATES FOR 2010

2010 subscriptions are now due and a white renewal form is enclosed with this newsletter if you
have not already paid. If you still owe subs for 2009, you will find a double 2009/2010 renewal form
with your Wheeltapper rather than the single white form.

Those of you at the AGM will be aware that it was agreed to raise subscriptions from 2010. New
2010 rates are £8.00 for adults and £4.00 for juniors / OAPs . This is the first increase for
many years and hopefully we will be able to keep it at this rate for a few years to come.

Subs can be sent in the post to the Secretary or can be paid in person at any Guild meeting.
Please make sure that cheques are made payable to   “The Guild of Railway Ringers”   - It makes
paying them into the account so much easier if made out correctly! Thanks for your help!

Tony Manktelow - Secretary

ANOTHER BELL PUB

Another bell pub - has the intrepid Hutch got this one in his little black book? This is the Bell Inn at
Eckington, near Pershore in Worcestershire. A good range of beers and a very nice beer garden for

those long summer lunchtimes. Not a bad ring of bells in the church over the road as well.
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2010 AGM - GLOUCESTERSHIRE & WARWICKSHIRE RLY - 3RD/4TH JULY

The 2010 AGM of the Guild will be based on the Gloucestershire and Warwickshire Railway. It will
take place over the weekend of 3rd and 4th July.

The Saturday tour will start from Cheltenham Racecourse station and progress up the line.
Bus links are available from Cheltenham National Rail station (Stagecoach service D from Chelten-
ham Spa station to the Racecourse park & ride).
A red timetable is in operation on 3rd July and we will aim for the 11:15 departure from Chelten-
ham Racecourse station (see the G&W website for full timetable details) - www.gwsr.com

The tour will include an opportunity to travel the full length of the line to Toddington and also visit
the railwayana museum in Winchcombe. We should also be able to travel on the North Glouces-
tershire Narrow Gauge Railway at Toddington. Oh, and we will also ring at a few towers along the
route.

For those staying over for the weekend, we recommend staying in Cheltenham itself (some ideas of
hotels, B&Bs, etc will be given in the next Wheeltapper). Sunday ringing will be centred on Chelten-
ham town centre and will be based on joining Sunday service ringing at various towers in the town
centre.. The AGM is being organised by Secretary Tony Manktelow. More detail in the next issue
of Wheeltapper.

Chris Mew has been looking at possible railway anniversaries for which we might ring peals:

2010 - The big one 31st August - 175 years since incorporation of GWR

- 1st July - 125 years from inaugural Mail ONLY train London - Aberdeen (LNW/Caley joint)

- 18th July - 150 years from LSW reaching Exeter

- 30th Sept - 75 years from inauguration of Silver Jubilee service LNER

- 7th Nov - 125 years since Canadian Pacific Completed across Canada to Vancouver

2011 - 8th Feb - 175 years from opening of London and & Greenwich Rly - first railway in London

- 20th April - 175 years opening of Festiniog -FIRST narrow gauge public railway in world

2013 - 17th Sept - 175 years London to Birmingham (Curzon Street) opened throughout

2015 - 11th May - 175 years opening of LSW throughout Nine Elms - Southampton

- 3rd April - 125 years opening of Forth Bridge

With the bulk of railway development taking place in the period 1830 - 1880 the majority of big
anniversaries (100/125 or 150 years) have already passed so we need to make the most of those
left! What do you think - the GWR one is a must? Let me know and I will try to fix some up.

Chris Mew

PEAL RINGING OPPORTUNITIES FOR THE GUILD?
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2010 WINTER TOUR - NORTH YORKSHIRE - 11TH SEPTEMBER

The 2010 winter tour of the Guild we be based on the North Yorkshire Moors Railway and will
take place on 11th September. The tour is being arranged by Gerry Bacon.

The tour has a planned start and finish in York, with travel out and back on the Scarborough line
and picking up a coach for the day’s outing at Malton station.

Ringing at various towers along the route to Pickering station where we will pick up the North York
Moors Railway for a train through to Whitby.

At Whitby, members can ride on the steam bus from the town up to the church or alternatively
walk up a very long stone staircase to the top of the cliff overlooking the town where St. Mary’s 
church sits overlooking Whitby harbour.

Coach back to Pickering and Malton where we finally rejoin the Scarborough line back to York sta-
tion.

Sunday ringing is available in York city centre for those wishing to stay the weekend.

More details in the next issue of Wheeltapper and full details of the tour in the Autumn issue.

CANALS & WATERWAYS DVDS AND WALKS

Most of us look forward to retirement for a bit of a rest from work (don’t believe that old myth put 
about by retired people that they are busier in their retirement than when they worked!) but former
Guild member, Paul Balmer from Nailsea, has started up a new business in readiness for his retire-
ment!
Paul’s love is canals and he spend most of the summer months cruising the inland waterways of Brit-
ain in his narrow boat.
Whilst tearing through the countryside at 4mph, Paul has been recording the canals, rivers and wa-
terways and turning his films into DVDs which he offers for sale through his new business—
Waterway Routes. Not content with filming, Paul also publishes walks near canals and waterways
through sister company Waterways Walks.

If you are interested in seeing the end products of all his hard work, visit the websites:

www.waterwayroutes.co.uk and www.waterwaywalks.co.uk



Email us at:

grrsecretary@aol.com

WHEELTAPPER BY EMAIL & THE E-BULLETIN
SERVICE

A growing number of members now receive their Wheeltapper by
email. If you want to join them, please email the Secretary:

grrsecretary@aol.com

Please note though that the Wheeltapper does tend to be a big pdf
file and can be very slow downloading if you don’t have a broad-
band connection.

You will also receive e-bulletins by email in addition to Wheeltap-
per. These keep you up-to-date with Guild news as it happens!

If you do subscribe by email, remember to tell the Secretary of any
email address changes!

Tony Manktelow.

Guild Secretary
19 Bull Close

Bozeat
Northamptonshire

NN29 7LR

Phone: 01933 665113
Fax: 01933 663846

Mobile: 07771 612321
E-mail: grrsecretary@aol.com

THE GUILD OF RAILWAY
RINGERS

1st May 2010:
GRR Spring tour to the Bluebell Railway in Sus-
sex.

3rd/4th July 2010:
GRR AGM based on the Gloucestershire & Warwick-
shire Railway.

11th September 2010:
GRR Autumn tour to the North Yorkshire Moors Rail-
way.

Please note that other events can be held in addition to
these dates. Please feel free to volunteer to arrange a
tour!

All Guild events are also advertised in The Ringing
World.

Tony Manktelow - Secretary

GUILD DIARY—MAKE A RECORD OF THE DATES

SECRETARY / TREASURER POSITION

Another reminder that the Secretary / Treasurer has decided to
call it a day from the 2010 AGM.

Having been Secretary of the Guild since it evolved from the old
BRSA Railway Guild, he has decided that he needs to free up some
time to do other things. The Secretary / Treasurer role is one of
several other commitments that are ceasing to allow more time to
be spent on his MSc studies at Cranfield University and progressing
his EM gauge model of Bo-Peep Junction!

Please be prepared therefore to elect a new Secretary and Treas-
urer at the 2010 AGM!

Please also remember that the role can be split in 2 , so we could
have a Secretary and a Treasurer. Over to you!

Tony Manktelow.

SPRING TOUR
PLEASE REMEMBER
TO BOOKYOUR
PLACE ON THE
COACH IFYOU

WANT TO COME
TO THE SPRING

MEETING ON THE
BLUEBELL!

COACH SPACES
ARE LIMITED AND

BOOKING IS
ESSENTIAL.


